








Mermaids calling
you to save
—stylishly

“I'M A BEAUTICIAN, 10t a
magician!” reads a small
sign inside The Mermaids
Parlor Salon. Some of
Debbie Carpenter’s
customers might disagree.
“I'm hooked!” said Angie
Martin as she
rose from the
chair at the
end of her
second visit
to Mermaids.
“I'll definitely
be back!”
Mermaids,
a full-service
salon, has
kept its
clientele
coming back. They've been
in the current location for
three years this month.
Debbie, the owner, has
around 15 years experience
as a stylist, including about

Owner Debbie Carpenter (left) with
fellow stylists Courtney Carpenter
and Jordyn Davis (right) at Mermaids.

11 years that she worked
from home. She is now
joined at Mermaids Parlor
Salon by her daughter,
Courtney Carpenter, and
Jordyn Davis. The three
stylists are available for

Tucked away in the
Southside Commercial Park
off Hwy. 701 in Conway,
Mermaids offers tanning
as well as manicures and
pedicures. Be sure to

ask about their monthly
specials, including
manicures and pedicures
for $45 during July and

10 percent off for teachers’
haircuts during August.

men’s and women’s cuts
and styles.

Mermaids also offers
manicures, pedicures and
tanning. Walk-in’s are
always welcome, Debbie
says.

Whenever you visit,
just be sure to show your

& }
Local discount _

Show your card,
get 10 percent
off all services

Where: Mermaids Parlor Salon

1717 4th Ave., Conway

Unit H-2 in the Southside Commercial Park
Phone: (843) 488-1310

Hours: 8 am. to 8 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday and
Friday; 8 a.m. to noon Saturday.

Closed Sunday and Monday.

Co-op Connections® Card

Horry Electric Cooperative, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy*Cooperative %

Co-op Connections card to
receive a special discount

exclusively for Touchstone
Energy co-op members! &
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A century of sights

HEC member remembers when boll weevil came, electricity followed

BY WALTER ALLREAD

IT sTILL AMAZES Ruth Fowler what all
she’s seen in her 101 years of life.

From a time when cotton ruled
the land to the Great Depression, the
invention of automobiles, two World
Wars and the coming of electricity
to the rural South, Fowler watched
it all growing up on her family’s
farm in Horry County as one of four
children—one girl and three boys.

Her earliest memories are of a time
when cotton called the shots in the
South.

“When I was little, cotton was
king,” Fowler says. “I was little and
remember picking cotton and laying it
out, then I remember they’d lay it out
and take it up to the cotton house to
make the bale, then they'd gin it out.
It was very hard work. I'd make your
fingers sore.

“Then the boll weevil shut cotton
down, and a lot of people turned to

Getting wired into Horry history
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James P. Stevens Sr.

WALTER ALLREAD

| “Somebody that people around here thought
a lot of was Mr. James Stevens,” Ruth Fowler

She’s referring to longtime Horry County
Senator James P. Stevens Sr. When he was a

Ruth King in 1938, a year before she got married.
She and Montgomery Fowler (called “Mack
Gumry,” “Gumry” or “M.G.” by some) were wed
Oct. 18, 1939.

tobacco.”
Fowler said while she remembers
people getting Model T’s and other

brands, such luxuries were rare at first.

“We weren’t too fast to get cars,”
Fowler says. “I can still remember
going into town on the mule and
buggy and tying up to the hitching
post. We'd go into the Roy Hardy’s
country store and buy flour at 24
pounds, rice at 25 pounds, 10 pounds
of sugar and coffee beans.

“When we’'d come to town, it took
a full day to come in and buy what
we needed and take it home. We
grew most of our food at home in our
Victory Garden. We had tomatoes,
Kentucky wonder beans, butterbeans,
sweet potatoes, potatoes, hogs,
chickens, milk cows and beef.”

The long-time Horry Electric
Cooperative member also remembers

it again!”

how people got through hard times,
such as the Depression, by relying on
one another.

“I remember my grandmother
going in the smokehouse and getting
some meat to give to the family across
the way from us. You did for others;
we were all poor alike!”

Fowler says she remembers clearly
the day the electricity came on in 1941,
not because of how it changed her
house, but her neighbor’s.

“It was a happy day,” Fowler says.
“Our neighbor promised his wife when
they got electricity he’d get an iron,
so the day they ran the electricity out
there, he went shopping. He brought
a little iron back, and they were out
there ironing clothes on the porch. He
didn’t want to see her having to heat
up the old flat irons in the stove over
and over.

“My husband, Montgomery, he
always wanted hot water quicker, so
the first thing we got was a hot water
heater and electric pump. We put it
right in the kitchen behind the wood
stove. I was still cooking with a wood
stove, but we had hot water.”

With the modern conveniences
that followed, doing things by hand—
including making batches of lye soap
to cut chunks off to bathe and wash
clothes—have all gone by the wayside.

Which is just fine with Fowler.

“I could do those things again today
if I had to, but I sure don’t want to!” &

“When | was little, cotton was king,” says Ruth
King Fowler, 101, who remembers picking it. “It
was very hard work. It'd make your fingers sore.”
She was born April 3, 1913.

young man earning money for law school, Stevens wired many
Horry Electric co-op members’ homes for lights. One was the

Fowlers’ residence, and “Miss Ruth” says it cost about $65. She
adds, “Every time we bought something new we had to wire

Stevens was a regular visitor, joining her husband, “Gumry,”
and other men who like to cook chicken bog and other

down-home favorites at one of the Fowlers' barns. “We had

SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING | JULY 2014 | SCLIVING.COOP



Ruth
Fowler
in 1942

Fowler’s grandfather (above), James William (Bill) Bryant King, William David’s father, c. 1880.
Members of her church (right), lona Methodist, on Mother’s Day 1936. Miss Ruth shared some

wonderful old photos. This one, from 1910, shows her “Aunt Lulu,” Martha Louise King (lower right)
with Shriners Ernest Anderson (upper left) and his wife and Bishop Bonner Anderson.

guineas, and they liked those,” she says. “Id clean one for them
sometimes.”

Staying connected to his constituents like this, Stevens went
on to serve in the Legislature for 21 years. In fact, some say he
won his first senate race in part because he had gone door to
door meeting voters like the Fowlers, whose homes he had
wired or plumbed.

As the Horry County Historical Society’s biography of the
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Miss

Ruth’s late
husband, M.F.
(Montgomery)
Fowler in

1946 with his
hunting dog,
Flash.
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late senator notes, “Many had tried to dissuade him from
running for the Senate saying that he was too young, unknown
and too poor to compete with the other candidates who were
well-known and had money for their campaigns. This made
him more determined to succeed and his young and fresh
approach won over the hearts of the voters and his victory
was all the sweeter because of the odds against him.”
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WALTER ALLREAD

DIY electrical safety

Are you up to the task? If not, don't risk life or limb

THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN
has inspired more
homeowners to tackle do-it-
yourself projects than ever
before. Faced with declining
home values and aging
properties, homeowners in
some cases may choose not
to pay for the services of a
licensed electrician.

However, most of us
don’t have the training or
experience needed to safely
perform electrical work,
which increases the risk of
injury and electrocution
and potentially introduces
new dangers. Working with
electricity requires thorough
planning and extreme
care—cutting corners can be
a costly mistake.

Well grounded in safety

“

(

‘Grounding is one of four steps
linemen must go through for

For example, electrical
outlets cause nearly 4,000
injuries every year. And
each year, more than 19,700
people are hurt by ceiling
fans that are improperly
mounted or incorrectly
sized.

The Electrical Safety
Foundation International
strongly recommends
hiring a qualified, licensed
electrician to perform
electrical work in your
home. However, if you
decide to do it yourself]
consider the following
important safety tips:

» Make an effort to
learn about your home
electrical system so you

proper de-energizing of lines. It is
also a visual indicator that lines are
de-energized.”
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can safely navigate and
maintain it.

» Never attempt a project
that is beyond your skill
level. Knowing when to
call a professional may
help prevent electrical
fires, injuries, and
fatalities.

» Always turn off the power
to the circuit on which
you plan to work by
switching off the circuit
breaker in the main
service panel.

» Be sure to unplug any
lamp or appliance before
working on it.

» Test the wires before
you touch them to make
sure the power has been
turned off.

» Never touch plumbing
or gas pipes when

Before attempting any electrical
repair or installation, flip the breaker
for the affected circuit, says HEC
Safety Coordinator, Brian Chestnut.

performing a do-it-
yourself electrical
project.

For more tips on treating
electricity with care in the
home and workplace, visit
esfi.org. &

Source: Electrical Safety Foundation
International

Safety coordinator earns industry accreditation

Brian Chestnut, safety coordinator for Horry Electric
Cooperative, has earned industry-wide professional
recognition through the Certified Utility Safety Professional
(CUSP) program of the Utility Safety & Ops Leadership

Network (USOLN).

CUSP offers utility-specific safety leadership credentials
for various types of utilities and related contractors. The
CUSP credential is only awarded to eligible applicants who
take special courses and pass a rigorous exam. USOLN
was formed in 2009 to offer utility safety and operations
personnel opportunities for peer networking and

professional development.

Chestnut has served as HEC’s safety coordinator since
2005 and has been with the co-op for 24 years. He and his
wife, Candy, have two sons, Tanner and Zachary.

Horry Electrics commitment to safety and employee
training benefits all members. In addition to protecting
member-owners, the general public and its employees
from harm, HEC’s efforts enhance worker efficiency while
reducing losses. Controlling costs, including those for
equipment and insurance, helps HEC hold down the cost of

service for all members.




