








THEY CALLED HER BERT, and in her home area 
of Burgess, Albertha Myers Mazyck was known 
as a community-minded person and “a doer.” 

Fittingly, the fifth annual Burgess Community 
Litter Cleanup was dedicated to the memory 
of Mazyck, a long-time member service 
representative in the co-op’s Socastee office who 
worked for Horry Electric for 26 years. Dozens 
of volunteers gathered March 10 at the South 
Strand Recreation Center to follow Mazyck’s 
example. With the support of Keep Horry 
County Beautiful and sponsors including HEC, 
they picked up trash along Holmestown and 
McDowell Shortcut roads.

Al Jordan, president of the Greater 
Burgess Community 
Association, told assembled 
volunteers, “She loved this 
community. It’s important 
for people to care about 
their community, but it’s 
really important for people 
to do something for their 
community. Bert not only 
loved this community but she 
was a doer. She was a long-time 
member of our board, and we 
still miss her.”

Many of the volunteers were 
Mazyck’s relatives. Pam Dawson, 
association secretary, told them, 
“She is so proud of you—and 
she loved you so much!”

Mazyck’s son, Donovan, 
said his mother stressed being 
involved in the community: 
“She was in a lot of organizations. In the 
church, St. James United Methodist, she 
made sure we were in the youth choir 
and things of that nature. She always 
talked about the importance of giving 
back,” he said.

Added her daughter, Spechelle, “It all 
started with the church. She was over 
the Youth Department at one time. She 
was everybody’s ‘Assistant Mom.’” 

Her mother, who passed away August 4,  
was unable to participate in the cleanup  

last spring, she notes, but 
urged Spechelle and others to 
get involved—and “Get pictures 
of everybody!” she recalled.

Also present were Mazyck’s 
sister, Shirley Wiggins, and  
her sister-in-law, Mary Lou 
Myers, who both described  
her the same way: “So 

loving!” as Wiggins said. 
Nancy Tindall, community cleanup 

coordinator for Keep Horry County 
Beautiful, knew Mazyck through her 
husband, Ricky, an HEC lineman. She 
reminded everyone of Mazyck’s sense 
of humor, noting, “When I met Bert, 
she introduced herself as my husband’s 
girlfriend.” 

As Tindall noted, anyone can be “a 
doer” like Mazyck: They can adopt a mile 
of road, a boat landing or a park, either 
individually or in small groups. “When 
people see you doing it, they’ll ask how 
they can help,” she noted. 

To help Keep Horry County Beautiful, email 
tindalln@horrycounty.org. Learn about the 
Greater Burgess Community Association at 
GreaterBurgessCommunity.org.

Students on the e-Team at St. Michael’s Catholic 
School helped with the cleanup, with members like 
Lauren Nederostek (above, left) and Noel Simmons 
even separating out recyclables. 
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Albertha Myers Mazyck, a.k.a. Bert, 
(above) worked for Horry Electric for 26 
years. Her sister-in-law, Mary Lou Myers 
(below, left) and cousin, Carolyn Surrett, 
were among the many family members 
who honored her memory March 10.

Mazyck’s son, Donovan (left), and 
daughter, Spechelle, say their mother 
taught them to give back to the 
community. 

Burgess Community Cleanup honors an old friend at HEC
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Thanks to co-ops, I have friends in almost every state
BY JAAN NANDWANI

SERVING as the South Carolina 
representative on the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Youth Leadership 

Council has been 
an honor and a 
truly unforgettable 
experience. I will 
be forever grateful 
for the YLC family 
I have created with 
the different state 
representatives, the 
love and laughs we 
have shared and the 
lessons I have learned. 

My YLC journey 
began last summer 
on the Washington 
Youth Tour when I 
was one of the local 
students chosen to 
represent Horry 
Electric Cooperative. 
I was selected by my 
peers from Horry 

Electric and other co-ops around the 
state to represent South Carolina on 
the council. I then had the privilege of 
being able to return to Washington, D.C. 
later that summer. On this trip, I was 
able to obtain a broader understanding 
of electric cooperatives, the energy 
industry and obtain essential leadership 
development skills. I was also provided 
with ample networking opportunities 
as we met with NRECA (National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association) leaders 
and Youth Tour alumni who work in D.C. 
and on Capitol Hill. 

At the end of February, I had the 
chance to reunite with my YLC family 
in beautiful Nashville, Tennessee, and 
represent the great state of South 
Carolina once more on stage, this time 
at the NRECA annual meeting. This was 
yet another amazing experience. I was 
able to participate in and attend general 
and breakout sessions that were led by 
industry professionals. I was also able to 
network with various cooperative leaders 
and help co-op members communicate 
with their legislators. 

In addition, one of my favorite parts 
of the YLC experience is the friendships 
created. Now I have friends in almost 
every state in the nation. I was inspired 
by such motivated individuals. All of 
the members of YLC, regardless of their 
passions, interests, beliefs, upbringings 
or backgrounds, were always willing to 

participate and be open to new ideas. 
Despite our differences, we were all the 
same in our willingness to learn, our 
ambition, and our drive. 

As I continue on to my next journey 
in life at Duke University where I plan to 
major in biology on a pre-medical track, 
I know all that the friendships I created 
and the lessons I learned in the YLC 
will always remain close to my heart. 
These experiences helped me to develop 
into who I am today. Thank you, Horry 
Electric, for this awesome opportunity!
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Jaan Nandwani carries the state’s colors in the YLC 
flag procession at NRECA’s 2018 annual meeting 
The YLC members with Touchstone Energy COO 
Lynn Moore.

Jaan and YLC friends in Nashville at the “What Lifts 
You” mural by artist Kelsey Montague.
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Jaan Nandwani, 
daughter of Neeta 
and Kenny Nandwani 
of Myrtle Beach, 
served as South 
Carolina’s 2017-18 
YLC delegate.
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