











wood and other various hardwoods, and
in some cases, mammoth molar.

He hand-traces the wood to t each
knife and then sands it down to t .
perfectly. Shawn’s artistic touch is the way Th e CQO pe rative
each knife is unique to the customer. He
specializes in incorporating different styles

to the knife, such as adding turquoise ora | | PEOPIE SERVINGYOU
different color to the handle. ' :

Integrity + Accountability + Innovation + Commitment to Community

A lineman’s knife able to sell around 200 knives in 2019 on
A knife is a daily necessity in the life of top of his unpredictable work schedule.

a lineman and a majority of the Horry

Electric linemen have one of Shawn's 2020 S.C. Lineman’s Rodeo

knives. You can look at their belts and  Shawn mainly sells his knives via social
see the Blackwater Blade Company knifemedia, but is currently working on a
sheath, which are also custom-made to website. The great thing about social medig,

t a speci ¢ knife. he says, is the ability to reach anyone andg
“They (the linemen) stood by me everyone. He’s even had someone from ag
when | rst started out and I'll never far as Russia contact him. &

forget that. | have unbelievable support His big selling opportunity: The South &
from the guys at the co-op,” says Shawn. Carolina Lineman’s Rodeo. This year will3
Seeing the linemen carry his knives  be his second year of sponsoring and sellinga beautiful product in the end that I've
is something that fuels Shawn's passion.  He brought 40 knives to the rodeo site had my hands on ... to know that | make
“It's something to be said when you see last year, sold them all and came home something that people like ... 'm blessed.”

people out and about with that knife with an additional 40 custom orders. You can visit his table at the 2020

on their side and to think ‘I made that. ~ This year, he aims to bring 75 to 100. ~ SC Lineman’s Rodeo, which is being

That's my work.” He says at the end of the day, the besthosted by Horry Electric Cooperative on
If you put it into perspective, Shawn  part about making knives is personal Saturday, March 21.

says each individual knife totals about six satisfaction. “Seeing something that
hours of labor. Not to mention, he was  started from nothing and turns out to be SC Lineman’s Rodeo details: Page 20D.

Blackwater Blade Company showcases eye-
catching kitchen and work knives (right) on social
media. Gore also offers knives (upper right) with
handles made from a variety of hardwoods.

Blackwater Blade
Company'’s tent at the 201

S.C. Lineman’s Rodeo.

3H09 NMVYHS AS3LYN0OD
3FH09 NMVHS AS3ILINOD

HORRYELECTRIC.COM FEBRUARY 2020| SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING 20C



GeliReady (0 Rodgo™¢”

\ A
LINEMAN’'S >
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The 2nd annual
South Carolina Lineman’s
Rodeo

Saturday, March 21!

Hosted at
Horry Electric Cooperative
in Conway

Watch electric cooperative
linemen from across the state
demonstrate their skills in a fun,
family-friendly environment.

See you there!

{ Horry Electric Cooperative, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative )QT




