






WIRE’s gifts help homeless students 
TEN DOZEN HOMELESS students around 
South Carolina will find life a little easier, 
thanks to members of Women Involved 
in Rural Electrification (WIRE).  

Members from WIRE chapters 
affiliated with Horry Electric and other 
cooperatives across the state came 
together in Greenville on Tuesday, 
December 5 to put together bags of 
supplies for homeless youth. Each bag 
held personal hygiene items, as well as 
laundry detergent.

The 120 bags the community 
outreach groups filled will be distributed 
to youth in need through the South 
Carolina Department of Education, 
which has identified recipients in school 
districts around South Carolina. For the 
project, called Kids Closet, members of 
each of the 12 WIRE chapters across S.C. 
filled 10 bags—five for girls and five for 
boys. 

“That’s 10 kids that will get helped in 
your area,” said Peggy Dantzler, of SC 
WIRE, the coordinating organization for 
cooperative chapters. “There are a lot of 
homeless kids in our state. I don’t mean 
kids in foster homes, although that’s 
tough, too. These are kids who have 
nowhere to live. Their families move 
about from place to place … but they still 
want to go to school.”

Dantzler noted that local WIRE 
chapters already assist children and 
families served by electric cooperatives 
in other ways. Some chapters of WIRE 

provide emergency assistance to families 
suffering after house fires or other 
catastrophes. Chapters also provide local 
scholarships to students in their area. 
Through SC WIRE, they all help fund 
annual scholarships for women who 
want to continue their education, the 
Jenny Ballard Opportunity Scholarship, 
named after a founder of WIRE.    

Kids Closet is modeled after WIRE’s 
annual Co-op Closet effort, which for 

WIRE members with the 120 bags of items 
they filled for homeless children during the 
2018 Kids Closet event.

WIRE members Lynn Elvis (right) of Horry Electric 
Cooperative and Denette Rimer of Mid-Carolina 
Electric Cooperative fill bags for homeless kids.

Minnieree Thompkins (right) of Horry Electric’s WIRE 
chapter fills bags for homeless students with fellow 
WIRE members Cathie Ulmer (left) and Melinda 
Vaigneur (second from left) of Ridgeland-based 
Palmetto Electric Cooperative and Rita Worthy of 
Moncks Corner-based Berkeley Electric Cooperative.

‘There are a lot of 
homeless kids in our 
state. Their families 
move about from place 
to place … but they still 
want to go to school.’
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Apply by June 1 for WIRE scholarship
WOMEN WORKING TO earn college 
degrees can apply by June 1 for 
financial assistance through the 2018 
WIRE Jenny Ballard 
Opportunity Scholarship.

The annual 
scholarship provides a 
one-time $2,500 award 
to a woman who is 
an electric cooperative 
member, who has been out of 
school for several years and who 
is ready to complete her education.

Two co-op members benefitted 
from last year’s WIRE scholarships. 
Bonnie Hill, a Little River Electric 
member, received $2,500 to help fund 
her studies at Tri-County Technical 
College in Pendleton. York Electric 
member Patti Hansen also received 
$2,500 toward her studies at York 
Technical College in Rock Hill. 

Application forms are now 
available for the 2018 WIRE 
scholarship. The program is open to 
women who may not have been able 
to attend college after high school but 
now want to further their education. 
WIRE (Women Involved in Rural 
Electrification, a community service 
organization affiliated with the electric 
co-op in South Carolina) awards the 
scholarship based on financial need 
and personal goals.

An applicant for the WIRE 
scholarship must:

XX be a member of a South Carolina 
electric cooperative

XX have graduated from high school 
or earned her GED at least 10 
years ago

XX be accepted into an accredited S.C. 
college or university, and

XX demonstrate financial need and 
personal goals.

Women who have previously 
obtained a four-year college degree 
are not eligible. No applicant will be 

selected as a recipient if that applicant 
is a family member of any electric 
co-op officer, director or employee. 

Family members include spouses, 
children, grandchildren, great 

grandchildren, and the spouses 
of children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren.

Applicants may have 
previously earned a two-year 

degree or some college credits. The 
scholarship, which can be used for the 
fall 2018 or spring 2019 semester, will 
be paid jointly to the winner and her 
college of choice. 

Applications are available at 
your local electric cooperative or 
by download from SCLiving.coop. 
Mail or fax your application by June 
1 to Peggy Dantzler, The Electric 
Cooperatives of SC, 808 Knox Abbott 
Drive, Cayce, SC 29033, or fax to 
(803) 739-3055. 

Horry WIRE offers 
$1,500 scholarship
The Horry Electric chapter of the 
community outreach group Women 
Involved in Rural Electrification 
is once again offering a $1,500 
scholarship for HEC members and 
dependents of members. 

The award is for one academic 
year for a freshman entering Coastal 
Carolina University or Horry-
Georgetown Tech in the fall. The 
recipient will receive $750 for the 
first semester. They must have at 
least a cumulative 2.5 GPR at the end 
of the semester to receive the other 
$750. An essay is also required. 

Applications are due by March 1. 
Mail to:

Mrs. Susan Brown
Horry Electric Cooperative, Inc.
P.O. Box 119
Conway SC 29528-0119
For details, call (843) 369-6323. 

Homeless students 
by school district
This fall, while preparing for Kids Closet, 
WIRE asked school districts around the state 
how many students had been identified 
as homeless. These numbers offer just a 
snapshot, school officials note.
Allendale 1 	 20
Anderson 5	 145
Barnwell 	 19
Beaufort 1	 365
Berkeley	 350
Calhoun 1 	 7
Charleston 1	 146
Cherokee 1	 74
Chesterfield 1	 3
Clarendon 3	 10
Colleton 1	 155
Darlington 1	 149
Edgefield 1	 10
Fairfield 1	 68

Florence	 219
Greenwood 51	 10
Hampton 1	 20
Hampton 2	 56
Horry 	 60
Kershaw 1	 10
Laurens 55	 211
Lexington 2	 141
Lexington 3	 6
Oconee 1	 14
Richland 1*	 1,000 
Richland 2	 447
Spartanburg 4	 1
*last school year

Susan Brown and Sandra Abdul-Hafiz of Horry’s 
WIRE chapter double-team the effort.
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five years has provided personal supplies for 
displaced nursing home residents. The S.C. 
Council on Aging distributes the items to 
residents of nursing homes that are closed 
suddenly due to safety regulations or DHEC 
compliance issues. This summer, some 
Co-op Closet supplies were given to victims 
of Hurricane Harvey in Houston, Dantzler 
noted.

	 HORRYELECTRIC.COM |  FEBRUARY 2018 | SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING	 20C



SC | horry extra

HEC 2018 Washington Youth Tour and Cooperative Youth Summit
Application/Nomination Form—HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS ONLY

Name (first, middle, last)_________________________________________Name you go by_____________________________
 
Date of birth (yy/dd/mm)_ ________________________________ Social Security number_____________________________  

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Your phone numbers (home, mobile)________________________________________________________________________

Email______________________________________________________________ T-shirt size___________________________

HEC account number__________________________ Congressional district_________________________________________

Parents/guardians______________________________ Their phone number_________________________________________

School______________________________Guidance counselor__________________Their phone number________________
 
How did you find out about the Youth Tour and Youth Summit?_________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recommended/Approved By_ _____________________________________________________________________________
On a separate sheet of paper, list academic and athletic school activities, as well as civic and church activities. Applications 
must include a summary of the student’s activities. Qualified applicants will be required to take a written test and participate 
in a personal interview. No essays will be accepted. Send completed applications to: Toni Gore, Youth Tour/Summit 
Coordinator; Horry Electric Cooperative, Inc.; Post Office Box 119; Conway, SC 29528-0119.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

Keeping Horry County green
Sylvia Worthington, an Horry County Solid Waste Authority (SWA) 
employee and an Horry Electric Cooperative member at home, adds 
another Christmas tree to the pile at the SWA’s Browntown Convenience 
Center off Four Mile Road on January 9. HEC and SWA co-sponsored 
the Grinding of the Greens December 26 through January 29. Christmas 
trees could be dropped off at various sites, including SWA convenience 
centers, to be chipped and recycled into landscaping mulch. The mulch 
will be available to all citizens while supplies last at the SWA landfill, four 
miles northeast of Conway, next to the SWA Administrative Office at 1886 
Hwy 90. Grinding is usually done during the third and/or fourth week 
of February. When going to pick up mulch after the trees are ground, 
folks are asked to please be sure to take their own container. Last year, 
more than 5,100 trees were dropped off and ground into mulch. Visit 
SolidWasteAuthority.org/recyclingcenters for locations and hours.W
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