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but “my 9-ball team ended up placing 
257 out of 520,” she says.

What’s better than winning?
Pat will tell you she’s never been overly 
great in sports, but she found she was 
pretty decent at pool. “It’s a really cool 
sport and it does make it feasible for 
anyone to play and for anyone to win.” 
In addition to the 8-ball and 9-ball 
teams, the Coastal Carolina APA has a 
Junior’s League, plus there’s an event for 
those in wheelchairs. “Everyone can’t 
play ball or tennis, but most people can 
shoot pool, especially in an amateur 
league,” she says.

The excitement of making new friends 
and spending time with her regular 
friends drives her to keep playing. Her 
coworkers have even come up with a 
nickname for her: Pool Shark. At the end 
of the day, pool is her hobby. As far as 
a competitive side, “Yes. I’d like to think 
nobody would want to play anything and 
lose, but am I disappointed if I do? I am 
if I’ve let my team down,” Pat explains.

Being part of a team
The best part of playing in the league is 
getting to play with a team, according to 
Pat. She loves the feel of supporting her 
team, traveling as a team, winning as a 
team. A concept she also finds at Horry 

A lucky break: ‘Anyone can play’
LINE UP YOUR SHOT. Ready? Break. 
Stripes or solids? The game of pool: a 
pastime game that’s been a hobby of 
Horry Electric’s Patricia Johnson for over 
25 years.

Originally from High Point, North 
Carolina, Patricia—often referred to as 
Pat by her friends and coworkers—moved 
to Horry County while in elementary 
school. Fast forward to the early 1990s; 
Pat tried her hand at pool and found she 
wasn’t half bad. But, as we all know, life 
happens. She got married, had children 
and started working at Horry Electric in 
2001 as a cashier and has since moved 
into the Billing Department.

You’ve heard the saying history 
sometimes repeats itself. That proves 
to be true for Pat. She’s part of the 
American Poolplayers Association (APA), 
the world’s largest amateur pool league. 
Pat plays on three different teams with 
the Coastal Carolina APA branch: A 
Ladies League, and an 8-ball and 9-ball 
team. “On my ladies team, three of us 
shot together 25 years ago and we won 
a trip to Vegas. We all went home, had 
children, and then decided when our 
kids were grown, we would pick it back 
up. This year we won another trip to 
Vegas,” Johnson says. 

An amateur’s status
The beauty of the amateur league is 
anyone can play. The more you play, 
the better you get, which is reflected in 
your skill level. Pat has recently been 
upgraded to a 5. A team is made up 

of different skill levels, but each has 
a cap for the total skill level allowed 
per match. Pat says, “The cap is 13 for 
Ladies League. I’m a 5 and I play with 
other people that are 3’s and 4’s.”

The point of the handicap is to level 
the playing field. “The better the player, 
the higher the handicap,” she says. 
According to Coastal Carolina’s APA 
League Operator, their unique handicap 
system is what sets the league apart and 
allows anyone to play.

Making it to Vegas
The amateurs play all year long 
in a league. The goal: making it to 
Las Vegas to play in the APA World 
Pool Championships. Teams have 
three chances to make it to a Cities 
tournament to compete for a chance to 
go to Vegas. With nearly 250 teams in 
the Carolinas, just over 30 teams make it 
to Vegas. That’s where Pat found herself 
back in August.

The tournament, held annually at the 
Westgate Hotel, is made up of hundreds 
of teams from all 50 states, China and 
Japan. Rooms filled with pool tables set 
the stage for amateurs around the world. 
Pat explains how massive these rooms 
are: “When I say pool tables, I mean 
it’s like Table 1 to 119. Table 119 to 238. 
Table 238 to 320. Huge, huge rooms with 
nothing but tables.”

The competition is completely 
random. “It’s a blind draw. I played 
someone from Missouri, California, 
Chicago and Tennessee, I believe,”  
Pat explains. Her teams didn’t win  
the $15,000 grand prize this year,  

Pat with her ladies team at the 2019 APA World 
Pool Championships.
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HEC’s Pat Johnson lines up her shot, 
aiming to sink her ball in the pocket.
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She moved to Conway in 1999 for 
her husband Mitch’s work. He’s a former 
actor and works in golf media. Laurance 
says, “I have a pool table at home, so I 
can live anywhere, but where else would 
I go but Conway Heaven?”

As an Horry Electric member, 
Laurance knows the importance of 
community. She owns and runs the 
APA franchise in Horry, Brunswick 
and Hanover counties, alongside her 
daughter and son-in-law. Laurance met 
Pat shortly after Pat picked pool back up 
in 2013. “We have become good friends. 
We have so many great people who are 
anywhere from complete beginners to 
really good amateur players … and Pat 
is one who has been improving steadily 
since we first met,” Laurance says.

Laurance holds a number of titles and 
achievements in her pool career. She’s 
currently the International and World 
Cup Trick Shot Champion, but she also 

holds multiple World and U.S. Open 
9-ball titles. She commentated at the 
World Championship in Vegas in August. 
One of Pat’s favorite things is watching 
Ewa play, even back in the early ‘90s. She 
doesn’t play as much now, but Laurance 
says, “I love everything about it. It’s 
similar to chess, where you plan your 
strategy but it challenges you every time.”

She says the best part about the APA 
is anyone can play, and anyone can 
win with their handicap system. As the 
former number one billiards player in 
the world says, “the APA league is mostly 
about a fun night out with your friends 
… Our motto is Have Fun. Meet People. 
Play Pool!”

Pat with pool champion Ewa Mataya Laurance in 
Vegas back in August.

Billing Department
Ensure Accurate and Timely  

  Billing of Member Accounts

Assist members with high use

Balance daily receivables

Reconcile Advance Pay   
  Accounts Monthly

Pam Boyd (1986)
Carla Major (2001)

Patricia Johnson (2001)
Gordon Lay (2004)

Sherry Belville (2005)
Amanda Holt (2006)

Collective Co-op  
Experience 111 years

We are committed to being team players 
with a common goal in mind: to provide 
our members with excellent service and 

to assist our fellow employees.

Electric. Her coworkers support her 
hobby, a few even tuning in to watch 
her play in the World Championships. 

Carla Major has worked alongside 
Pat as a cashier and now in the Billing 
Department for the past 18 years. “I 
actually set an alarm to watch Pat play 
in Vegas. She was playing at 9:30 p.m. 
Pacific Time, which is 12:30 in the 
morning our time, but I wanted to make 
sure I saw her play,” Major says.

Even though her teams didn’t win 
the jackpot, Pat is right at home, playing 
another round. “The odd thing about me 
is, I’m a right-handed person, but I shoot 
pool left-handed.” Pat also enjoys playing 
alongside her husband Joey. When she’s 
not playing, she enjoys spending time 
with her daughter, Summer J. Rabon, 
and son-in-law, Brandon. “Summer works 
at HTC and Brandon is an Horry County 
K9 Officer. They are by far my greatest 
pastimes and blessings,” Pat says.

Playing pool has created a whole new 
family for Pat. She’s always finds herself 
in good company with her friends, her 
teams, and even a pool champion.

‘The Striking Viking’
Ewa Mataya Laurance is a superstar in 
the world of pool. Her talents earned her 
the nickname ‘The Striking Viking’ after 
she moved to the U.S. from Sweden at 17.
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The never-ending 
battle of cybersecurity
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY 
Awareness Month and if you’re a 
person that doesn’t worry about 
your information getting out in the 
cyberworld, you should. Cybersecurity 
isn’t a single thing; it’s not just keeping 
hackers out or avoiding a phishing 
attempt. It’s a combination of attacks 
that can come from anywhere and you 
have to be aware to pinpoint something 
isn’t right.

Dale Johnson is Horry Electric’s 
information technology manager and 
one of the people on the front lines of 
the co-op’s cybersecurity. He also serves 
on a statewide cooperative Cybersecurity 
Task Force; a group responsible for 
sharing information across co-ops and 
communicating any attacks that might 
be happening. 

The group formed after a devasting 
2017 cyberattack in Ukraine. “Before the  
Ukraine incident, as long as we had a 
firewall and we were keeping hackers 
out, everything was hunky-dory, everyone 
thought everything was great. That attack 
opened a lot of eyes to what could happen 
with email phishing,” says Johnson. “The 
exploit came from the inside.”

Email phishing is simply that. A 
hacker is dropping the bait in your 
email and hoping you’ll bite. Johnson 
says common sense is key: “If it sounds 
too good to be true, it’s too good to be 
true. The Arabian Prince isn’t going to 
share his millions of dollars with you.” A 
lot of emails we get today are phishing 
attempts, so if you’re not sure, look for 
these red flags:

XX Receiving an email from someone you 
weren’t expecting

XX The email is poorly written/includes 
bad grammar

XX There’s an attachment that requires a 
password

Part of Johnson’s job is to make sure 
Horry Electric’s information, along 

with member information, is safe. This 
means making sure the firewall and 
servers are up-to-date and protected, 
employees are updating their passwords, 
and maintaining awareness for 
cybersecurity. The other part is keeping 
up with the latest trends and what’s 
happening around the world. There are 
tons of cyberattacks happening across 
the globe every minute, a scary reality 
that has caused Johnson to lose sleep  
at night.

Johnson says one of the most 
important things he’s learned through 
the task force is: “Social engineering. It’s 
people like you that sit and get emails 
during the day. People have to start being 
trained on how to look for risks and 

how to identify something doesn’t look 
right. That’s why we periodically send 
out test emails to our users, to help keep 
cybersecurity fresh on their minds.”

“I can do everything on my side of 
the world, as far as devices and firewalls 
and security, but if an email gets through 
and you open it and it (the network) 
gets infected from the inside, there was 
nothing I could do. That’s where the 
awareness comes in.”

All of our information is out in the world 
somewhere. Johnson offers some tips to protect 
your information in Dale’s Dynamic Defenses 
below. 

Dale’s Dynamic Defenses
1. 	Hover over links
When you hover, the full link will pop up 
and show you where it’s going. Do you see 
any weird characters or content not related 
to the email? If yes, it’s probably a phishing 
attempt.

2. 	Manually go to sites, don’t  
  	click links
For example, you get a password reset 
email from your bank. Manually open a 
browser to go to your bank’s website and 
it will prompt you. If not, you know the 
email was fake. Be aware of cloned sites 
via email links. Hackers are good at getting 
you to enter your info and redirecting you 
back to the real site before you can realize 
it was a clone site.

3. 	Use pass-phrases
Experts recommend 16 digits and longer 
now. Use phrases that are memorable for 
you. Something like EyeHe@rtH3C#1!

4. 	Never use the same 		
		  password
If a site gets hacked, hackers will take your 
info and try to get into any accounts you 
have with that same password. Change 
the first or last parts of the password 
across online sites so nothing matches.

5. 	LastPass to remember 		
		  passwords
A great resource app to store all your 
passwords. Remember to periodically 
change/update them.

6. 	Who has your information?
Want to know if your information is out 
there? Visit https://haveibeenpwned.com/. 
This will show if a hacker has your info. If 
the date is recent, change your password 
for the breached site. This is where using 
different passwords for different sites is 
important.

Dale Johnson monitors cybersecurity trends to 
protect HEC.
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